Prayer Service for the Fifth Anniversary of September 11, 2001
 
Background
For some, the tragedy of September 11 lives on, five years after it happened. For others, life has returned to normal, and this event has faded into the past. For some adults, teens and older children, this event may have left deep scars of fear, anger or grief; for younger children, this event may have little personal meaning. We will be using salt and candles that will be passed out in baggies by student council members to all the students present, as a reminder of the Gospel reading. The altar will be dressed with the flag from Miss Gender’s class and a bowl of rock salt surrounded by the candles symbolizing each grade.  The teachers will be asked to walk up in silence and put their lighted candles around the rock salt.

 

 

Opening Song (All stand)
Prayer of St. Francis, 
 
Student council president: Welcome/ yer (All sit)
Good morning. We gather today to remember the events of September 11, 2001, when many people died in New York, Virginia and Pennsylvania because of terrorist attacks. We have many emotions on this fifth anniversary of 9/11, and we bring them all to this place of prayer. We especially want to remember Waleed Iskandar

 

Monsignor Peter:
 

And so we pray:

We begin with the sign of our salvation. (Making the sign of the cross) In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

There are many things we pray for as we solemnly remember the events of September 11th. We remember, and do not forget, the suffering and death that occurred on this day five years ago. But we worship a God who also suffered and died, and who rose victorious to eternal life. As human beings pledged to follow the Risen Christ, we know that only you, O God, can deliver us and our world from terror and death into everlasting peace and life.

We turn to you, then, for the help we need. Give us hearts that seek to love all people, regardless of race, religion or nationality.  Strengthen our hands to do the work that lasting peace requires. Help us to be salt and light for a world that desperately needs them. We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, our brother and Lord, Amen.

 

Lector: Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-2, 13-16 (All stand)
The Lord be with you. All: And also with you.
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord.
 
When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying: 

"You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. 

Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
 

Presider: Shared Reflection (All sit) 
Jesus asks us to be salt and light for the world. The world, we now know after September 11, is still a long way from the kingdom of peace and justice that Jesus described. What does it mean to be salt? To be light? And what does it mean to be salt and light in a world where tragedies like 9/11 happen?

As with any complicated question, it is helpful to break it into smaller parts. One of the first things we can do is think about Jesus and the world he lived in. Jesus was no stranger to tragedy. Remember, when he was born a jealous king tried to kill him, and killed all the male children under two in his hometown. He and his family had to flee their home to escape the rage of this deadly king, and they were refugees in a foreign land for many years. In Jesus’ day there were wars all over the place, not to mention famines and deadly plagues and killer storms. Jesus grew up in an occupied nation, with the daily threat of violence from Roman soldiers who could kill or maim him or any other Israelite at any moment. And of course, we remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross, when he took on the sins of the whole world. In many ways, the world was just as dangerous and full of suffering and death in Jesus’ time as it is now. So why does Jesus tell us to be salt and light for a suffering, death-dealing, dangerous world? What was he thinking?

To break down that difficult question, we ask: What is salt? What is light? What do salt and light do? And how can they affect suffering and death?

Salt is a flavor enhancer for food. Salt brings out the taste of sweet foods, and adds zip to foods that are bland. The right amount of salt makes everything taste better.

Spiritually speaking, salt is an inner attitude of respect toward others. When we have an attitude of respect, it enhances the joy of life. Respect brings out the sweetness of life. Life is good and we are supposed to have fun and enjoy being in God’s beautiful creation. Choosing to have an attitude of respect toward others, even enemies, means we are choosing to live Jesus’ way of life. And Jesus’ way of life is everlasting.

But what happens if we lose our attitude of respect? We are like salt that loses its taste, good for nothing. We lose our zest for life, and death begins to work in us. Do you like being around people who are rude and aggressive and selfish? No; of course not. We prefer to be with people who are kind and considerate and think of others. We don’t want to grow up to be selfish, violent people, and the best way to prevent that is to practice respect for God’s world and every person in it. That is why Jesus calls us to be salt for the world.

Jesus also said to be light. What does light do? Light dispels darkness; light helps us to see. When there is light, we can get all our work done and play safely. When it is dark, we could fall down or get hurt. 

But Jesus says light has another property to it. Not only can we see when there is light, but we can be seen by others when there is light. Others can see us and follow us as we live Jesus’ way of life. We have the opportunity to be leaders, and to lead people toward the kingdom of God where there is no more violence and hatred, only peace and joy and love.

When we do good deeds, when we respect and love one another, and when we pray to God, others can see us. These actions give off a kind of divine light that attracts others, and provide us an opportunity to lead others to do what is right. Think about the brave police officers, fire fighters and other rescue workers who worked so hard on September 11 to save lives. We thank God for their heroism, for the light they gave by their unselfish actions on that dark day.

God says to each of us: “You are salt. You are light.” Our world needs more salt and light, and God calls each of us to choose. Will we follow Jesus? Will we be salt and light? 

 

 

Student Council – Courtney Vendetti: Petitions (All stand)(Gesture for all to stand up)
We stand now to present our petitions and prayers, asking God to help all those in need. Our response is: Lord, hear our prayer.
        For those who died in the 9/ll attacks, especially Waleed; for those who grieve, especially his parents; and for those who survived, we pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
        For each person here, that we each choose to follow Jesus, to be salt and light, and to put into action the prayers we made during the silent meditation, we pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
        For first responders and rescue workers everywhere, we pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
        For our nation and our leaders, who need wisdom as they make decisions; for the safety of all those who live and fight in war zones, especially in Afghanistan and Iraq, Israel and Lebanon, we pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
        For all those of another religion, and for those who suffer persecution for their beliefs, we pray: Lord, hear our prayer.

        For all human beings, that our hearts may not be hardened by bitterness or hatred, and that each person would turn away from violence and choose to follow the path of nonviolent love and respect, we pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
 

Monsignor Peter: Our Father (All continue standing)
We all know the prayer that Jesus taught us. Often we pray the Our Father without hearing it. Today, as you pray it, listen to the words and let the Holy Spirit teach you their true meaning. Our Father…
 

Monsignor Peter: Closing Prayer (All continue standing)
As we come to the end of our prayer service, we are confident that God will work through us to put an end to bitterness, hatred and violence. We pledge to be salt and light for a world that desperately needs them. (Making sign of the cross) We make this prayer in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen………please take home your packets and share this good news with your parents.

 

Closing  Song
Shalom.

